Dear friends,
 

 

        We imagine that you are grappling with how best to respond to the 
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. We are writing to offer one option, among many, for helping.
 

 

 
        As you probably know, we are part of a larger network of people and organizations 
that do anti-racism work. One of the oldest and most longstanding groups is the 
People’s Institute for Survival and Beyond, founded over 25 years ago 
in New Orleans by Ron Chisom and Jim Dunn.
 

 

 
        All of us at dRworks have been fortunate to benefit from their legacy and example. 
They have trained, facilitated and led literally thousands of people, organizations and 
communities across the country. Their thoughtful and piercing analysis of 
racism and all of its manifestations is at the center of most anti-racism efforts in the country today.
 

 

 
In their message letting us know they were ok, they said:
 
    The headquarters of the People's Institute for Survival and Beyond are likely submerged in water. 
    The organization has lost its home office and many national staff have probably lost their homes. 
    We are living day-to-day in rooms and hotels scattered all over the United States.
 

 

     The people of the Institute are safe, at least physically. They have asked for help, however, to move, 
in their words, “from Survival to Beyond.”
 

 

 
        We have included their message below and add our request to theirs. If you can, please 
make a donation to help them as they try and figure out how to rebuild. Details on how 
to do that are given below and in the letter. All contributions are tax-deductible. Thanks so much.
 

 

 
All of us here at dRworks –
 
Cecelia, Bree, Dueker, Michelle, Tema, Suzanne , and Delmarie   
 

 

 
By mail: make your checks out to the 
People's Institute Survival and Beyond Fund.
Mail your gift to Peoples Institute NYC, P.O. Box 250809, New York, NY 10025.  
 
By internet: You can make your secure contribution on line by 
visiting the People’s Institute new website at www.pisab.org, or.
 

 

 

 

 
This is the message from Ron and Tiphanie at the People’s Institute:
 
Even as we continue to grieve for the women, men and children who remain trapped in New Orleans without food and water, we are grateful that the family members of The People's Institute are safe. We give thanks for all the sustaining calls, thoughts, and prayers coming from across the country and the world.  We are most thankful that the spirit of The People's Institute continues to survive - and thrive - within each of us!
 
 We ask your help in rebuilding The People's Institute so it can move from Survival to Beyond. Your gift will ensure that the New Orleans-based People's Institute family can meet its immediate, intermediate, and long-term financial needs.  With your help, we will move beyond this crisis and continue to organize for a future of justice, equity and full humanity for all.  
 
 Please send your tax-deductible contribution today to the People's Institute Survival and Beyond Fund.  You can make your secure contribution on line by visiting the People’s Institute new website at www.pisab.org, or mail your gift to Peoples Institute NYC, P.O. Box 250809, New York, NY 10025.  As we reestablish our national offices, your contributions of office equipment and supplies will be most welcome.  Feel free to post your ideas and offers at the bulletin board (“Discussion Groups”) on the PISAB website.  We will make every effort to acknowledge your gifts promptly.
 
 The work of The People's Institute continues through its network of trainers and organizers across the country and internationally.  Scheduled workshops will continue as planned.  We welcome new training opportunities.  Contact us today!  Call Kimberley Richards at 724-347-2916 or David Billings/Margery Freeman at 212-678-4947. 
 
 With thanks to each of you for your commitment to the continued work and life of The People's Institute.
 

 

 
Ronald Chisom                                   Tiphanie Eugene
Executive Director                            Administrative Director 
 

 

